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352 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. 

German scholars would call " bahnbrechend " or " epochemachend," 
still I would recommend it to the readers of the Quarterly as a most 
thorough, excellent and timely exposition of that portion of our private 
law which is guaranteed and protected by the federal constitution. 

John W. Burgess. 

Publications of the American Statistical Association. New Series. 
No. i : Statistics of Water Power employed in Manufacturing in the 
United States. By Geo. F. Swain. Nos. 2 and 3 : I. Park Areas 
and open Spaces in American and European Cities. By E. R. L. 
Gould. II. Key to the Publications of the United States Census, 
1 790-1887, etc. By Edward Clark Lunt. No. 4 : Life Insurance 
in the United States. By Walter C. Wright. Miscellany, etc. 
Boston, 1888. — 8vo, 181 pp. 

The American Statistical association was established nearly fifty years 
ago, and began the publication of papers as early as 1847. For many 
years, however, it has lain in a quiescent (not to say moribund) condi- 
tion, and regular publication ceased after the issue of the first volume 
of the proceedings. During this period it has accumulated a statistical 
library of considerable value, including the books of its former president, 
Dr. Edward Jarvis, bequeathed by him on his death in 1884, and a fund 
of some thousands of dollars. Recently, under the presidency of Francis 
A. Walker, the society has shown signs of new life. Its library has been 
removed to a room in the building of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, where it is being arranged and catalogued by the energetic 
secretary, Professor Davis R. Dewey. Finally, the association has deter- 
mined to use its funds for publishing quarterly the papers read at its 
meetings. The first numbers of the new series form the subject of this 
notice. 

These papers, if not very ambitious, are useful and are carefully done. 
Professor Swain's paper on water power in the United States presents 
in a readable form the results gained by the tenth census with further 
additions of his own. Dr. Gould's paper on city parks is a careful com- 
parison of European and American cities in this respect, and urges the 
importance of such open-air spaces for the health of urban populations. 
Mr. Lunt's extended classification of the subjects covered by the different 
censuses of the United States will be extremely useful to all statisticians 
or other persons seeking information. Mr. Wright gives valuable statis- 
tics of life insurance in this country, with criticism of the " assessment " 
and " tontine " systems. It is to be hoped that the association will 
feel encouraged to keep up the publication of these papers. 

R. M. S. 



